


















     Many 2012 Office of Lakes and Watersheds (OLW) 

accomplishments are featured elsewhere in this report:  the 

25th anniversary of Take a Stake in the Lakes, Yahara 

CLEAN implementation and adaptive management, aquatic 

invasive species prevention and control, and the new Yahara 

Portal website.  OLW’s work stems from its mission of 

coordinating water-

related policy 

initiatives and 

educating area 

residents about lakes, 

streams, and wetlands 

and the actions they 

can take to protect 

those resources.                       

The North American 

Lake Management 

Society’s (NALMS) 

international 

symposium returned to 

Madison in November 

2012, and OLW 

developed “Yahara 

Lakes: Implementing a Vision,” a one-day special session 

open to conference participants and area residents. “Yahara 

Day” featured 10 presentations and a panel discussion 

involving local scientists, managers, and conservation groups 

on successes and challenges of implementing water quality 

improvement strategies. Attendees also viewed “Green Fire,” 

a documentary about Aldo Leopold.   

     Staff participated in the Yahara Lakes Advisory Group 

that completed its recommendations on effective management 

of the Yahara lakes as a system. The recommendations 

(www.countyofdane.com/lwrd/landconservation/ylag.aspx) 

address water levels, watershed management, in-lake 

management, analyses, and education and outreach. 

     Working closely with Land Conservation staff, OLW also 

supported the Lakes and Watershed Commission in 

developing and adopting shoreland zoning ordinance changes 

to comply with state law and held several stakeholder 

meetings toward local adoption of updated state stormwater 

and erosion control requirements.  

     OLW contracted with Public Health Madison-Dane 

County to complete assessments of Goodland Park and 

Mendota Park beaches according to Environmental Protection 

Agency protocols. OLW staff also guided UW-Madison’s 

Environmental Resources Center in completing a comparative 

analysis of 1996 and 2011 farm practices in the Mendota 

watershed. 

     In 2012, OLW’s water recreation study of Dane County 

lakes and streams completed hundreds of brief interviews with 

water recreationists. This information will help refine further 

surveys planned for 2013, which will ultimately quantify 

economic impact from use of Dane County surface waters and 

help guide management decisions.  

     OLW is small in numbers (watershed management 

coordinator, half-time public information officer, and limited-

term employee) and owes much of its success to enthusiastic 

collaborations within LWRD and with external agencies, 

municipalities, friends groups, watershed associations and 

private nonprofits.  
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2011 2012 Office of Lakes & Watersheds  
Accomplishments 

10 8 Grant-funded projects managed 

16,846 13,062 Visits to www.danewaters.com 

270 306 DaneWaters fans on Facebook 

249 343 DaneWaters followers on Twitter 

904 1,152 Take a Stake in the Lakes (TAS) clean-up  
volunteers 

35 42 TAS Days events 

10 12 Tons of trash collected from piers during TAS 

20 26 Groups borrowing equipment from OLW-
supported Water Education Resource Center 

472 55 Storm drains stenciled/marked 

60 39 Legally noticed LWC meetings staffed 

4,600 4,600 Boater contacts by three CBCW summer  
interns 
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Locations (points) sampled for plants by  
consultant 
 
Number of water bodies sampled 

  ~250 Attendees at “Yahara Lakes: Implementing a 
Vision” at NALMS 

  ~70 Attendees at April and July Yahara  
Watershed Initiatives Briefings 

Anglers on Lake Waubesa 






