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If you take care of the pike, everything else is taken care of… 
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# 28077 tagged 4/6/90:  

25.9”, 5 - 6 years old .  

Returned Feb 2010; 

44.5” 25-26 years old  

Native TLP, trophy fishery  
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Becker, George C. / Fishes of Wisconsin 

(1983) 

 

Pike family - esocidae,   pp. 391-414   

Page 399 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

     Life history   
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What water levels are necessary for spawning and at 

what times of the year ?  
• A: sufficient water beginning at ice out to wet the lowest lying marsh 

environments:  

 - necessary to minimize the gap between winter minimum and the summer                                         

minimum  

 - a rising hydrograph sends the right stimulus (discharge)  

 - maintain stable water level (no stranding)  



               Finding of Fact  

 

10. In order to aid the spawning of northern pike, it is desirable that 

the water level be brought to and be maintained at 849.6 feet mean 

sea level datum, as soon as possible after March 1. In order to 

promote spawning of walleyes and other fish in the channel 

between lakes Mendota and Monona, one of the taintor gates must 

be open at least three tenths of a foot from April 1 through may 15 

to provide a flow through the channel. 

Doesn‟t ensure everything necessary all the time = compromise  



 Public Rights Features  

To fulfill its affirmative duty to protect public trust waters, 

the department shall assess the states‟ public trust waters 

to identify location of public rights features…to assure that 

public rights and interests under the public trust doctrine 

are protected … 

Public rights features are : 

Fish and wildlife habitat , including specific sites necessary for breeding, 

nesting and nursery and feeding. 

Note : Physical features constituting fish and wildlife habitat includes; 

-Stands of aquatic plants 

-Riffles and pools in streams 

-Undercut banks with overhanging vegetation or that are vegetated 

above 

-Areas of lake or streambed where fish nests are visible 

-Large woody debris 

 



          Highest priority habitat areas  



Where: Mendota  



Where: Monona  



Where: Upper Mud & Waubesa  

LWFA  



Where : Lower Mud & Kegonsa  

LMLFA  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Where: System  



Lower Mud  4/1/04 Bible Camp 4/1/06 

Watts parcel 3/28/09 L. Monona  4/20/11 



Mendota

SMIN 849.6

2011 848.91 0.69

2010 848.37 1.23

2009 849.43 0.17

2008 849.41 0.19

2007 849.03 0.57

2006 849.10 0.5

2005 850.00 -0.4

2004 849.16 0.44

2003 848.67 0.93

2002 849.24 0.36

2001 848.66 0.94

Water levels on 3/1/01 - 3/1/11 







                FAQ‟S  

Q: Can you tie fish production to water elevation ? Do high 

water years equate with good spawning success ? 

A; It ain‟t that easy. I do not know the age of fish from the size 

with any great certainty …remember the 44. 5 “ fish ? Which is to 

say I can‟t assign “success” from presence/absence. There are 

other drivers, especially as fish mature. Need known age fish 

AND NP are cryptic as YOY so traditional assessment doesn‟t 

work. 
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Well…yes  



And ….no ( maybe ?)  



Q. Can hatchery fish “substitute” for natural reproduction ? 

 

A. It ain‟t that easy. There is NOT an unlimited supply 

of hatchery fish – I am „capped” at a quota of 2500 / yr or 

1 / 4 acres ….very low number. Additionally, other 

production options such as rearing ponds are being 

downsized, intensifying the importance of natural 

reproduction   

 


